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LETTERS FROM HON. HENRY LAURENS TO HIS 
SON JOHN, 1773-1776. 

[Continued from the April number.'] 

[14.] 
Addressed: A Monsieur 

Monsieur Jean Laurens. 



Par Paris a 

Geneve 



Aston in Shropshire 

25 May 1774. 
My Dear Son — 

Your Brother James & T, arrived here two 
days ago, on a visit to our friends in this Quarter & to take 

leave of them previous to our departure for America 

It is a very long time, at least 1 think it so, since I heard 
from yon — your last date was the 19* h Dlt? — I long to re- 
ceive your sentiments on those Interesting Questions contain- 
ed in some of my late Letters relative to your self & Harry — 
to be informed when you are to go to the Glaciers & Salt 
Pits, when you will be ready for returning to England & by 
what Route you wish to return & where I am to meet you ? 
— You will afford me great pleasure by speaking your senti- 
ments and disclosing your own Inclinations freely, if you 
have any favorite plan, or strong Inclinations for passing 
another Year abroad or for making any alteration in that 
which we had seemingly concerted for the ensuing three 
Years — When I know the bent & disposition of your mind 
half my work is done & the other half will be more easily 
performed; & tho I do not promise an absolute submission, 
nor am I inclined lightly tu pass over or break through Reso- 
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lutions,, yet I think it Incumbent on me at this particular 
juncture to call for your opinion 

You may not have been heretofore so explicit as you ought 
to have been you have hinted, though I hope it was only the 
effect of your modesty, that you had not improved your time 
to the greatest advantage — you may start schemes & desires 
of your own which I am altogether unacquainted with — when 
I am fully informed I shall be better able to judge; & I shall 
judge & determine to the best of my ability having your 
Interest your happiness before me the only point in view — 
when I receive your advices in answer 1o this which I hope 
you will not delay to the missing of the first post, I shall be 
ready to begin a journey to meet you where yon shall appoint 
& if you have not wrote so fully as I desired concerning your 
Brother Harry, delay it no longer. 

M. T . Motte accompanied me to Bath where I left him very 
lame by the Gout or something like it he desired me to 
present his Compliments to you, & we joined in Salutes to 
Master Smith — 

My Compliments to my friend Petrie, tell him Capt Gunn 
has brought two pieces of Gold for him the Value of which I 
will send him when I return to London. — how do those 
young Gentlemen proceed in their Education, will they be 
gainers by the removal from Hackney & save me from 
Censure ? — 

Mr Austin seeing me writing this Letter desires his most Cor- 
dial & affectionate Salutes to your self & Harry, & bids me 
tell you that he expects to see you at Aston — I flatter my 
self with hopes that you will reconcile him to his Son, I 
think 1 can point out the means & am sure there will not be 
wanting inclination on your part to accomplish bo desirable so 
blessed a work You may finish what certain circum- 
stances have obliged me to leave undone. — 
I will say nothing of our American affairs, a Month hence 
will inform us of great things, in the mean time all must be 
conjecture in a thousand cross Lines — 
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Adieu my Dear Boy present my Love to Harry — I continue 
in the most ffaithful attachment to your Interests Your 

affectionate father >_ t 

Henry Laurens, 
M r John Laurens 

Endorsed: ( Aston 25 th May 1774 
( in Shropshire 

[15.] 

Addressed -. A Monsieur 

MonsT.Jean Laurens 

Par Paris a 

Geneve 
Postmarked : Dangleterre 



Westminster 5^ July 1774. 
My Dear Son — 

From the Account which I wrote of my 
health the 1?* Ins* your anxiety will be upon the watch for 
further intellignee — the pains under which I suffered last 
Week are now almost totally removed, but both Feet & both 
Ankles remain much swollen, so stiff as to seem jointless & 
so very feeble as renders me incapable of moving even upon 
Crutches, I am lifted from place to place & shall have made 
a great advance when I am able to move from my Bed 
Chamber to the Dining Room upoD four Legs — hence 1 fore- 
see it impossible for me to attempt a Journey to Geneve, I 
have little expectation of making one of only a small part of 
the way in order to meet you & your Brother — 
T have given you so many intimations of my intention to 
meet you that I am under no doubt of your being in readiness 
to return when this reaches you the necessity for it appears 
greater every day — by Letters from Charles Town of the 
20^ & 234 May I am informed that your Uncle remained in 
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a very precarious state of health & M r . Gervais had been long 
ailing, once had been in the Country for change of Air & at 
the writing of the last Letter was embarked in a Schooner 
going to Georgia hoping to benefit from the Sea Voyage — 
these are alarming calls upon me to return to my Charge in 
Charles Town — the continued sickness of those friends will 
expose all our affairs to very great losses, the Death of either 
of them at this time would be followed by vast damage if not 
prevented by my immediate presence & interposition, but the 
Consideration of my own affairs aside, it is my Duty to hasten 
now to my Brothers assistance — American affairs in general 
are collecting such an aspect as recommend strongly to me 
to be upon the Spot. — 

Yesterday we heard that Virginia, Maryland, Pensylvania, 
New York & the other Northern Colonies had made the Case 
of Massachusets their own 'tis not to be doubted but that 
the Carolinas will join them — in Virginia a General Fast was 
appointed for the 1 st June not by a Mob, but by the House 
of Burgesses— in Maryland Spirited Resolutions against Com- 
merce with Great Britain were Entered into — & there was 
soon to be a Convocation of Representatives from each Colony 
at New York — these Steps were . taken upon hearing of the 
Boston Port Bill — the other Acts of Parliament "for altering 
the form of Government" — "Administration of Justice" — 
"the Quartering of Soldiers" & the two Canada Bills will 
quench their Resentment, as Oil would extinguish flames — 
I need not say more to shew you the necessity for my presence 
to keep our own little matters together as well as to contribute 
all the aid in my power toward removing the distresses of our 
Country, as well as for your being nearer at hand than you 
are, in order that our Correspondence may be more frequent 
& more certain & your own remove to Carolina the more 
easily made in case of a sudden Call — my health is also in a 
precarious state — 

Immediately upon receipt of this, discharge all your own & 
your Brother's Accounts, agree with DeJean to conduct you 
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to Boutogne or come on in any other proper expeditious 
manner through Lyons & Paris — I. trust that your affairs will 
be in such a state of readiness as to admit of your leaving 
Geneve the 21?* Ins* at farthest, if yon are not here before 
the 10* August we shall both be greatly embarrassed — I can 
say no more to you respecting the expence than to travel very 
frugally in the Character of a plain Englishman, with regard 
to Money, Your Bill on me will procure you enough for the 
journey to Paris where I shall meet you with a further supply — 
You will write to me upon receipt of this advising when you are 
to set out, by what Conveyance & when you expect to be at 
Paris — you will lodge there I suppose at the Hotel d'Yorke, 
if I am able I will see you there — adjust your Concerns prop- 
erly in all respects before you quit Geneve, let Harry treat 
his Young friends & bring with him all his Writing & 
Cyphering Books — present my Compliments & thanks to all 
the folks who have been kind to you I shall be always glad 
of opportunity to acknowledge their goodness — Excuse me 
to MY Chauvit for not writing, the labour of getting through 
this Letter will be as much as I can possibly perform in my 
present condition. — 

forward the enclosed to Madame Rouxe give her notice of 
your leaving Geneve & of my intention to embark for Caro- 
lina early in September — Enquire as you come along for 
Ralph Izard Esq. he will probably be at Lyon & I am sure 
will be very glad to see you M™ Izard is with him & a very 
sensible Man M 1 ' Arthur Lee — the Junius Americanus — 
My Compliments, [to M r . Smith & MT Petrie — I shall 
write to the latter next Mail if possible, Your Uncle 
particularly desired his Love to be presented to him to yoii 
& Harry — 

I entreat you my Dear Son to Consider the Importance of this 
address, let nothing happen on your part which may tend to 
Hurry or embarrass me toward the Eve of my departure from 
hence — write to me immediately repeat your advices by several 
successive Posts as you come along & do not delay your outset 
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one single Day — My Love to Harry, I commend you to the 
protection of God's providence & remain — 

Your affectionate Father > v 

You will do as shall think Henry Laurens 

proper with respect to a Servant 

but I would rather wish that you should 

have a sober careful fellow with you than 

otherwise 

M r John Laurens — 

Endorsed by John Laurens .- July 1774. 

Endorsed by Henry Laurens: .Westminster 55 h July 1774. 

[To be continued in the next number of this magazine.'] 



